
 

Happy Holidays 2020 - 2021 

 

 

1 - https://rb.gy/mcbyuu 

Copy & paste link in search engine and be redirected to "Bing" to learn more about these peaceful 

mammals and their relationship to "mermaids"! 



 

 

In this Issue: 

• Feature - Peaceful Mammals - Bing article 

• "Shout-out" to EH&S Leaders- Hyacinthe Lafontant 

• Holiday Safety/Fire Safety - submitted by Sandra Kanner 

• New Partnerships -"Johnson Controls"- submitted by Energy Conservation & Utility Mgmt. Team 

• Ergonomics Matters - submitted by Stephanie Alami 

• Holiday Cooking - Sandra Kanner 

• Easy, Fun, and Kid Friendly Recipe- submitted by Hyacinthe Lafontant 

• News:   Environmental Stewardship, Health & Safety, Community Out-Reach 

Kudos 

Environmental Health & Safety, aka EH&S, is one of those District’s departments whose functions are 

obscure or little known by most.  District Leadership, of course, knows that we generate lots of revenue 

saving with Utility Management and Energy Conservation; and Directors/Administrators find us when: 

there are IAQ concerns, owls decide to make a home on school ’s athletic fields, or there is an AED 

issue.   However, we are soooooo… much more.  We don’t have students or interface directly with them, 

so Kudos aren’t something we get often.   So, during this season of “good wishes”, I would like to take 

this opportunity to give a big “SHOUT OUT”, to my colleagues here at EH&S. 

There are lots of District personnel that have worked tirelessly, since this world of Covid 19 became our 

reality. Beginning March 2020, EH&S has been there from the “get-go”.  However, when the Governor’s 

mandate demanded that schools be reopened, EH&S leaders (Alison Witoshynsky, Coordinator, 

Environmental Compliance, Bailley McDonald, Coordinator, Health & Safety, and Roger Riddlemoser, 

Director) moved into over-drive hyper-speed, guiding the work-stream that has translated CDC and 
other guidance into the actual safety measures, PPE and signage that now exist throughout the District.  



It’s impossible for you to know the number of undocumented hours that were put into these efforts to 

help mitigate the spread of COVID-19 at BCPS. They of course didn't do these things single-handedly; 

they relied on their staff, office support, partnership with Rob Jindracek’s team, and of course, the other 

members of the "Health, Hygiene and Sanitation" work stream  to make it all happen.   Bottom-line, the 

District is very fortunate to have their expertise, in-house, to guide our safety protocols.  I want 

everyone to know! EH&S Leaders are AWESOME!  Kudos to you. 

 



Holiday Decorations and Safety 



 



 

A Partnership that Benefits Students, Staff and the District's Finances.  

BCPS and Johnson Controls Inc. partnered together for a Guaranteed Energy Savings Performance 

Contract Program at nine schools.  

LED lighting and plumbing retrofit/upgrades have been completed at Stranahan High School and are in 

progress at Bethune ES, Dillard ES, Maplewood ES, and Tequesta Trace MS, with 4 other schools to start 

in the next few weeks: Dandy MS, Pines Lakes ES, Pompano Beach ES, and Pompano Beach MS.  These 

necessary infrastructure and safety upgrades include energy efficient LED technologies and low water 

flow plumbing fixtures, which will generate significant cost and consumption savings with energy and 
water, while promoting resiliency and environmental stewardship. 

  

Project Highlights and Benefits include: 

·        Over 24,000 New & Enhanced LED Lighting Fixtures 

·        Safe and Enhanced Student and Teacher Learning Environment 

·        Environmentally Conscious Equipment and Technologies 

·        Focused Energy Resiliency & Water Conservation 

·        Guaranteed Energy & Utility Cost Savings 

·        Equivalent of 3,601 metric tons of greenhouse gas savings 

·        Power Savings of ~808kW ; Energy Savings of ~2 million kWh 



 Ergonomics and Material Handling 

 



 



Checklist Ergonomics 

 



 



Dec 2020 Holiday cooking 

 

 



Easy, Fun and Kid Friendly 

 

 

 

 

Our Role in Environmental Stewardship 
• The “Energy Tools for Schools” energy conservation program developed through a business 

partnership agreement with Florida Power & Light.  The District has reduced electrical 

consumption, on average, by 10% per year.  This is immense when considering the District has 



more than 36,000,000 square feet of building floor space.   This ten-percent decrease equates to 

an average kilowatt-hour (kWh) savings of 59,524,753.  This kWh savings, and its 

environmental impact (CO2 and GHG) on the environment, equates to the removal of 8,937 

passenger vehicles from our roads for one year or 5,040 homes from our energy grid for one 

year.  This ten-percent reduction, incidentally, helped the  District save $8,940,813 on our 

average, annual electrical costs as well. 

 

• Environmental Compliance Team is working with the Petroleum Tanks and Environmental 

Services Contractor(s) to remove waste oil storage tanks no longer in use at High Schools where 
Automotive, Marine, or other trade programs were operated. 

Fight Against Covid 19  

• The Health and Safety Team continues to work on the BCPS COVID-19 Back to School Health, 

Hygiene and Sanitation Work Stream to coordinate the weekly meeting. COVID-19 operational 

Guidance Manual is in development, and requests for additional signage and stencils from the 
schools are currently being processed. 

 

  

• The Training and Communication Team created online training course on Electrostatic Spraying 

to compliment the District's purchase of equipment to continually disinfect our schools and 

ancillary sites. To date, over 1,069 FSPs and Transportation staff, who will use this equipment, 
have participated in this online training covering equipment use and safety.  

Community Steps Up/ Spirit of Giving 

 

• EH&S "family" is following our annual Holiday tradition of adopting a Broward County family 

to help spread holiday joy, by foregoing in-house gift-giving.  Instead, EH&S is  donating to 

fulfilling a family children's holiday gift wishes.- Coordinated by Santa's personal elf- Carol 
Cascio.  This is what this season is all about!     



Contact Us 

Office: 754-321-4200 

emshelpdesk@browardschools.com for assistance with HVAC concerns or EHS-
Help@browardschools.com for other  assistance.  
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